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1. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Stafford Act includes snowstorms in the definition of major disasters. With a major disaster declaration, the President may authorize Individual Assistance, in the form of grants to individuals with uninsured disaster-related losses, and Public Assistance, which provides grants to State, tribal and local governments and certain private nonprofit organizations at no less than a 75 percent federal cost share for debris removal, emergency protective measures and the repair, restoration, and replacement of damaged infrastructure.  Eligible emergency protective measures may include snow assistance if it meets the eligibility criteria.

1. Snowstorm events will be evaluated by FEMA using the criteria for major disaster declarations. FEMA uses the criteria to make recommendations to the President, who has the ultimate authority to make declarations under the Stafford Act.

1. Snow assistance will only be authorized for snowstorms that result in record or near record snowfall, and will only be authorized in counties which meet the criteria of the policy. 

1. Snow assistance includes: snow removal, de-icing, salting, snow dumps and sanding of roads and other eligible facilities.

1. A county must experience a record, or near record snowfall, to qualify for reimbursement of snow removal activities, or it must qualify as a contiguous county.

1. FEMA will compare the highest current event snowfall recorded by National Weather Service stations and verified spotter reports within a county to the highest National Climatic Data Center historical record or other NWS verified snowfall data for that county to determine if the snowfall event exceeds or is near a true record for a county. 

1. In areas that do not meet the record/near record criteria, very limited snow assistance that is necessary for the completion of otherwise eligible emergency work is an eligible cost.  For example, moving snow in order to access downed power lines may be eligible. This would be limited to clearance of the snow in the immediate area of the lines that is necessary to perform the work.


1. Eligible Period of Snow Assistance:
7. When authorized, Snow Assistance will generally be limited to a period of 48 hours.  When a county exceeds the historical record snowfall by at least 50%, FEMA may extend the period an additional 24 hours. Applicants select the period of assistance, and may choose the period with the highest eligible costs.  

1. Contiguous County Criteria: 
8. Core County means a county that has a record or near record snowfall with public assistance costs that exceed the annually established countywide per capita impact indicator and is designated for snow assistance under a major disaster declaration.

8. Contiguous County means a county in the same state that shares a common border with a core county without geographic separation other than by a minor body of water, typically not exceeding one mile between the land areas of such counties. 

8. A county that does not receive a record or near record snowfall, but is contiguous to a core county, may be designated for snow assistance if the county has current event snowfall that meets or exceeds the current event snowfall of the core county.  This comparison is based on the highest current event snowfall received by each county as reported by the NWS.

1. Record or Near-Record Snowfall criteria:
9. Means a snowfall that meets or exceeds the highest record snowfall within a county, or is within 10 percent of the record.  FEMA uses the highest historical record within a county, as maintained in the National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI) (formerly National Climatic Data Center) database.  This is compared to actual snowfall measurements recorded at National Weather Service Cooperative Stations or reported by spotter resources that are verified by NWS.

1. Ineligible Costs:  In an incident involving snow or ice, counties that did not meet the record or near-record snowfall criteria, and did not qualify as a contiguous county, are not eligible for Snow Assistance, to include snow removal, de-icing, salting, snow dumps, and sanding of roads.  

1. More information on snow assistance is available in the Public Assistance Program and Policy Guide (PAPPG). 
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